
“We have to instill trust with 
these kids. Doing summer 
classes with them on a 
consistent basis and feeding 
them lunch before they  
go home builds rapport.  
We help students do well  
in middle and high school  
so they can get to the  
next level.”

Larry Armenta 
Director, Pre-Collegiate and 
Academic Outreach Programs, 
University of Colorado Denver

Program Overview

Academic preparation, goal-setting, and support from program staff is a winning 
combination that helps inspire, motivate, and prepare middle and high school 
students throughout the Front Range to attend college. The University of Colorado 
Denver’s Pre-Collegiate Development Program currently helps more than 650 
students prepare for life after high school. 

These students have the opportunity to attend summer academic programs and 
earn college credit while still enrolled in high school. Program staff coordinates 
with parents, counselors, teachers, and community members to help these 
students achieve their goals.

The program serves first-generation college students, children in single-parent 
households, and other demographic groups that face challenges matriculating  
to college. In order to apply, eligible middle school students must have at least  
a 2.5 GPA and express a strong desire to pursue higher education.

Pre-Collegiate Development Program Resources: 
•	Monthly	Saturday	Academies	for	middle	school	students	on	campus	that	

provide motivational speakers and study skills sessions 
•	Seminars	for	parents	helping	students	navigate	their	middle	or	high	school	

systems and how to apply for financial aid
•	Classes	for	high	school	freshmen	in	math,	English,	basic	study	skills,	time	

management, leadership development, note-taking, and test-taking
•	Monthly	Saturday	Academies	for	high	school	juniors	where	they	receive	

preparatory assistance for college entrance exams and college applications,  
as well as math, science, and ethnic literature instruction

•	A	five-week	program	with	a	senior	seminar	course	that	teaches	students	 
how to apply to college, attract financial aid, and utilize resources available  
on campus

•	Career	counseling	for	high	school	students	to	steer	them	toward	choosing	and	
preparing	for	a	major	in	areas	such	as	engineering,	education,	or	English
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Areas for Support at CU Denver
•	A	bridge program to support PCDP students in college and assign them a case 

manager for their freshman and sophomore years
•	A	tutoring program for middle and high school students that assists them with 

math, science, and writing
•	Expand	the	number	of	college courses in engineering, education, and media  

so the PCDP doesn’t have to turn away eligible high school students 
•	Add	more	content in Saturday Academies to expand the two-week summer 

program to full days and include high school freshmen in the program  
•	Provide	more	learning opportunities such as engineering simulations at CU 

Denver, theatrical plays about ethnic traditions, and educational films at the  
IMAX® Theatre

•	Recruit additional students at the middle and high school level

To learn about the many ways you  
can make a donation, please contact:
303-315-3601
development@ucdenver.edu

cufund.org

University of Colorado
Denver

“The Pre-Collegiate 
Development Program really 
helped prepare me for the 
rigor of college—it gave me 
a chance to be on campus 
while I was in high school, 
provided great support  
while I completed the 
program, and made the 
transition to college 
seamless. Having a group  
of like-minded students  
with similar experiences,  
all working together, kept 
me motivated.”

October 2013 | MG/CC | UCD13061Please make gifts payable to the University of Colorado Foundation.

Hap Legg (’99) attended  
Hinkley High School in Aurora  
and graduated from CU Denver  
with honors. He worked in banking 
for 14 years and left finance to serve 
as a College Readiness Coordinator/
Counselor at Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Early College for sixth grade through 
12th grade students


