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“The Pre-Collegiate 

Development Program 

was my community 

and my family while 

I was in high school 

and college. If it wasn’t 

for the program, I 

wouldn’t be who I am 

today. It taught me the 

importance of higher 

education, and it 

became a key to open 

many doors.”

Hon. Paul D. López
Denver City Councilman

Pre-Collegiate Development Program students at UCCS.

Providing Opportunities for Success

Over its 30-year history, the University of Colorado’s Pre-Collegiate Development Program 
(PCDP) has helped thousands of middle and high school students prepare for college. Intended 
for students whose family members have not graduated from a post-secondary institution,  
this program provides a transformational experience that opens doors and minds, making it 
possible for these first-generation students to access higher education.

Underserved students and their family members are less likely to know what opportunities 
higher education can provide and how to pursue a college education. That’s where the PCDP  
fills in gaps to help students develop better study skills, provide leadership-development 
activities, and outline the college application process for parents and students. The PCDP also 
provides support through college mentors who assist students with college preparation and 
transition concerns. These efforts have been successful. Students who complete the PCDP 
have a 96 percent college enrollment rate, compared with a 44 percent college enrollment rate 
of peers who don’t have access to such a program. PCDP graduates who attend CU after high 
school graduation often come back to work for the program as mentors, continuing the cycle of 
personal connection.

Each University of Colorado campus operates distinctive programs for pre-college students, 
but they each work in communities throughout the Front Range and beyond to strengthen the 
pipeline to higher education. Although students can choose any university they gain acceptance 
to, many go on to CU’s locations in Boulder, Colorado Springs, Denver, and Anschutz Medical 
Campus thanks to powerful connections they form during their time in the PCDP.

Great Potential, Great Need

Education makes life better. College graduates are 50 percent more likely to have a job and, on 
average, will earn 79 percent more than their peers without degrees. When everyone is fighting 
for a job, the higher-skilled workers with college degrees are able to compete more effectively. 
These choices affect not only students’ quality of life, but also that of their parents, spouses, 
siblings, and children.

As attractive as these benefits may be, students from families without a history of attending 
college are less likely to pursue higher education. There is a fear of the unknown, as students 
venture into territory their parents didn’t experience with SAT scores, financial aid documents, 
application essays, and college campuses outside their hometowns.

PCDP staff bridge the gap to prepare these students for success. As a public university, CU is 
committed to encouraging and providing high-quality postsecondary educational opportunities  
to all qualified students. 
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Be Part of Our Vision
Donor support for the Pre-Collegiate Development Program means more students can get involved. 
Programs at each CU campus need increased support to expand their reach to more underrepresented 
students. Your support helps these students take the extra steps needed to demonstrate to their friends 
and families what they can achieve through higher education.

“The best part is the cohesion in the Pre-Collegiate Development Program and  
the encouragement from teachers driving us to succeed. We see all these kids 
with different backgrounds who have some goals in common —to pursue a  

career after college and give back to our communities.” 

Annie Ngo, who attended Hinkley High School in Aurora and hopes to pursue a career as a pediatric nurse.


