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will power
PLANNED GIFTS THAT LEAVE A LEGACY

Families of transplant survivors give back
In 1999 Jean Barban prepared for a 
life-saving operation at the University 
of Colorado Hospital. Doctors found that 
a virus had infected her body, enlarging 
her heart to the point where the valves 
were not closing properly. Under the 
care of Frederick Grover, MD, PhD, 
professor of surgery at the CU School of 
Medicine, Barban received a new heart— 
but this donor heart failed to start 
beating strongly.

Grover put Barban on a ventricular 
assist device as a stopgap, but within 
seven days her health began to 
deteriorate further. Grover started to 
tell Jean’s husband, Joe, that it was 
approaching time to take her off life 
support, when his beeper went off. 
Another donor heart had just become 
available, but Grover had to decide 
whether Barban was strong enough to 
withstand a second operation.

Grover went ahead with a second 
heart transplant for Barban. Seven 
nurses and doctors moved her to the 
operating room together with the 
life support machines, and after the 
operation the 10-ounce heart did the 
work of all the equipment. Fourteen 
years later, Barban is doing well.

Below left: Jean Barban, with husband Joe, is 
an artist whose paintings are on display at the 
Majestic Gallery in Idaho Springs.
Below right: Kenneth and Marcia Poirier

“When we looked 
at the heart from the 
new donor, it looked 
very good,” Grover 
says. “As soon as we 
took the clamps off, 
the heart took off 
very quickly with a 
good snap to it. It 
became apparent very 
quickly that this heart 
was going to work 
fine.”

Barban’s was one of 
350 heart transplants 
performed by CU 
School of Medicine physicians since 
1988. The one-year survival rate for 
patients is 90 percent, exceeding the 
national average. Some of these grateful 
survivors are giving back to CU.

Jean and Joe Barban recently 
committed an estate gift to an 
endowment in Grover’s name at the 
School of Medicine to support research 
and teaching in cardiothoracic surgery.

“Endowments will separate the 
great universities from the average 
and mediocre ones,” Grover says. 
“Endowments give us the ability 
to attract bright faculty, postdocs, 
residents, and students—and to build 
new facilities.”

In 1992 Grover assisted in another 
heart transplant—only the 45th ever 

performed at CU. 
Kenneth Poirier had 
suffered 13 heart 
attacks in one year 
while waiting for 
a donor heart. He 
couldn’t travel outside 
his remote northwest 
Colorado town of 

Frederick Grover, MD (second from right) assists surgeons in an open 
heart surgery at a Nepalese hospital.

Craig because cell phones were not 
yet the norm. When the call came in 
that an organ was available, Flight for 
Life transported him to University of 
Colorado Hospital. JoAnn Lindenfeld, 
MD, PhD, now director of the heart 
transplantation program at the School 
of Medicine, directed his care. 

Poirier, who passed away in 2012, was 
able to spend two decades more with 
his wife, Marcia, and three daughters 
because of the successful transplant. 
Both Poirier and Barban have written 
letters to the heart donors’ families 
expressing their gratitude.

To honor the care her husband 
received at CU, Marcia created an 
endowment that will further education 
for nurses and doctors in the heart 
transplantation program at the CU 
School of Medicine. 

 “I think that teaching and education 
are extremely important, and that’s why 
we wanted this endowment in memory 
of him: because teaching and learning 
prolong life,” Marcia Poirier says.  




