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A Nationally  
Top-Ranked Program
•	 Graduate program ranked 5th nationally by 

U.S. News and World Report, based on peer 
perspectives and professionals’ opinions as well as 
statistical indicators of quality

•	 CU’s 5th most popular major for undergraduates, 
with a 90 percent increase in student enrollment 
over the last decade

•	 CU ranks 14th among universities worldwide for the 
scholarly impact of its journal publications in the 
Web of Science, as reported by Leiden University  
in Holland

•	 Courses in sociology, economics, statistics, 
writing, geology, biology, chemistry, and law to 
inform students’ decision-making process when 
addressing environmental issues

•	 Internships at federal agencies such as the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) and the 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) as well as state, 
municipal, private, and non-profit organizations

•	 Internships through the Institute for Arctic and Alpine 
Research (INSTAAR), where students research how 
snowpack measurements affect drought in Colorado 

•	 International work with the Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Climate Center with internships in Africa, Central 
America, and South America dealing with issues such 
as policy and disaster risk

•	 Departmental lectures, colloquia, and special events 
that help students forge links with the broader 
environmental community

•	 Research projects and mock congressional hearings 
that challenge students to assess risk regarding 
contemporary hazards in everyday life

At the Forefront  
of Sustainability
Environmental Studies is one of the University of Colorado 
Boulder’s most popular degree programs and it’s easy to 
see why. 

Environmental challenges and innovations are everywhere 
we look—from hydraulic fracturing, urban farming and 
water-supply skirmishes here in Colorado, to hurricanes and 
wildfires, polar ice melt, and energy-standards conflicts riffling 
through legislative corridors and major industries around the 
world. Sustainability will be a major focus for the foreseeable 
future, and CU-Boulder’s Environmental Studies scholars 
will be on the front lines, searching for solutions to preserve 
environmental quality and earth’s resources.

These solutions will require educated citizens with complex 
decision-making skills, taking into account multiple 
perspectives in science, policy, and human values. CU-
Boulder’s program has connections with 30 university 
departments with a focus on earth and natural sciences, 
as well as history, political science, journalism, economics, 
engineering, sociology, philosophy, business, and law. 
These links are enhanced by campus research hubs such 
as the Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental 
Sciences (CIRES), the Institute for Arctic and Alpine Research 
(INSTAAR), and the Renewable & Sustainable Energy 
Institute (RASEI). Neighboring federal entities such as the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) provide 
resources for those in the department, along with scores of 
sustainability-oriented businesses and nonprofits regionwide. 
These strengths attract some of the nation’s most renowned 
faculty—who choose CU-Boulder over other prestigious 
universities—in fields related to sustainability and  
the environment.

In short, CU-Boulder is the perfect place to study the 
environment. The city of Boulder itself—one of America’s 
most livable and environmentally aware—is the ideal 
incubator. With your support, the Environmental Studies 
Program will become more unified, and our students will 
more easily afford one of America’s standout programs in 
environment and sustainability. 
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You Can Support 
•	 Fellowships to attract top graduate students and fund them to pursue scientific research with faculty and key 

personnel in nearby government agencies

•	 Scholarships for graduate students to travel overseas for internships with Red Cross/Red Crescent, and for 
undergraduates to complete local internships and do field research

•	 Research	opportunities for faculty to study issues such as restoration ecology, landscape planning, and the 
effects of climate change on ecological systems 

•	 A	state-of-the-art	home—The Environmental Studies Program will be located in the Sustainability, Energy, and 
Environment Complex (SEEC) at Colorado Avenue and Foothills Parkway. Funding is needed to finish building 
infrastructure including a wet laboratory now being designed as well as related units

Sustainability, Energy, and Environment Complex (SEEC) 

The Environmental Studies Program will soon be consolidated in the new SEEC building. 
Funding is needed to build classrooms, offices for faculty and staff, computer labs, scientific 
laboratories, conference auditoriums, and small-group discussion spaces. The 430,000-square-
foot complex will bring under one roof diverse programs and partners both from the CU-Boulder 
community and from neighboring federal laboratories. The building will be designed with an 
eye toward dynamic interactions among diverse disciplines—critical for finding solutions in 
areas that require collaboration between scientists and engineers, public policy experts and 
communicators, economists and ecologists.

“One of the things that struck me is that you collaborate with 
people you meet walking down the hall to get a cup of coffee. 
We’re so spread across campus, we have to really work to make 
that happen. To be in one building will make that dynamic 
much stronger.”

Dan Doak
Conservation Biologist,

Colorado Chair in Environmental Studies

“I came from a 
background of 
both science and 
philosophy, and I 
wanted to bring 
these passions 
together. The 
environmental 
studies program 
here at Boulder really offered that. There are 
people who study everything from water 
policy in the west to diatoms in Antarctica, 
the science of climate change around the 
world to environmental ethics. You get to 
interact with professors and students who 
do a wide range of work, and I think that is 
truly special about the program here.”

Alex Lee (’12), a PhD student  
researching the ethics of conservation

Architectural schematic of the 
Sustainability, Energy, and Environment 
Complex, scheduled for 2015 completion.



Be Part of the Transformation
Help raise the visibility of this department as it is growing and preparing to move 
into the SEEC building. Your gift can help graduate students continue research on 
important issues affecting the environment and policy-making. Scholarships for 
undergraduates allow them to afford an education as well as travel for fieldwork and 
complete internships that add to their education. Giving to Environmental Studies 
builds a more cohesive program so faculty and students can have a positive impact 
throughout Colorado and beyond, with industry leaders, with government officials 
and lawmakers, and—most importantly—on the environment.

Please visit the Environmental Studies Program website envs.colorado.edu.
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For more information on how to 
make a gift, please contact:

Barb Perin
303.541.1447
barb.perin@cufund.org
 
cufund.org

“Environmental 
Studies has 
an amazingly 
energetic and 
engaged faculty 
and student 
community. We 
are a program in 
high demand—

there are increasing numbers of students 
who seek rigorous, interdisciplinary 
learning experiences related to 
environment and sustainability. As we 
grow in size, we must also grow in our 
capacity to meet student needs through 
fellowships and scholarships, and we must 
have a consolidated space where casual 
conversations can turn into productive 
research collaborations.”

Sharon Collinge
Professor, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,  
Director of Environmental Studies Program Jennifer Ramp (PhD ‘05) collects pollinators in Fairfield, Calif. 

as part of an endangered species restoration project while a 
graduate student in 2002
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